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(This article was originally written in English and translated into
Chinese)

The Zelda series have long been influenced by multiculturalism.
Game designers and artists often draw inspirations from cultural
and historical elements in designing clothes, architectures, statues,
and a lot more. This article will explore the influence of
multiculturalism in the Legend of Zelda: Breath of the Wild, and
mainly focus on analyzing the design inspirations from the Jomon
culture.

ZRARINKALKRAZTXANZME, HXIRITIMMZARKEENX
EMBETEFRRRE, ®RITERE. BR. MBFF., AXBRITZTX
X (BRELH: PHEZRE) WEE, AERKR2MKBELEXXENRITR

0N O

The Jomon Period is the earliest historical era of Japanese
history which began around 14500 BCE, coinciding with the
Neolithic Period in Europe and Asia, and ended around 300 BCE
when the Yayoi Period began. During this period, the individuals
residing in the Japanese archipelago developed highly intricate
cultures centered around hunting and gathering. These
communities skillfully created a wide range of tools, jewelry, and
lacquerware using materials like bone, stone, shells, and antlers.
Similar to the living style of Jomon people, in Breath of the Wild,
you are able to hunt for boar meat, deer meat, wolf meat,
and pick up mushrooms and berries with special effects.
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Hunt in Breath of the Wild

Jomon people also skillfully produced pottery and containers by
hand, employing a distinct technique characterized by impressed
decorations that resembled rope. This technique, known as cord-

marking, gave rise to the name “Jomon,” which translates to “cord-
marked” in reference to the unique style. In Breath of the Wild,
cord-marking in the design of anicient civilizations is readily
noticeable. This includes the Sheikah Slate, Ancient Shrines, Divine
Beasts, Ancient Armor, and Guardians. According to Laura Allen,
Curator of Japanese Art at the Asian Art Museum in San

Francisco, “The elements in the game resemble upside down
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Jomon pottery. The shape is similar in having a cylindrical section

and then a more rounded bowl like in the top.”
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Guardians are inspired by the inverted version of Jomon pottery

Nintendo also exercised its creative freedom by incorporating a
mysterious eye design into the game. This eye design can be seen
on every shrine, the Sheikah Slate, and other elements throughout
the game. Fans might recognize a similar eye design from Sheik’s
costume in The Legend of Zelda: Ocarina of Time, indicating that
Nintendo’s connection to Japanese history extends beyond Link’s
latest adventure.

These eyes do not appear to be a direct reference to Jomon
artifacts. However, the same eye design has been featured in
various Jomon-inspired artworks, including works by Okamaoto
Taro and in the popular manga series 20th Century Boys, created
by Naoki Urasawa.
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Eye texture on the Sheikah Slate
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Similar eye design in 20th Century Boys

In modern-day Japan, the Dogu figurines gained significant
popularity, but in Breath of the Wild, they were the most
challenging to locate. Despite the game featuring advanced ancient
robotic technology, none of it resembled the humanoid appearance
of the Dogu, which already have an alien-like look. Nevertheless,
the game does include at least one Dogu figurine, and it holds a

crucial significance within the game’s storyline.
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In the northeastern part of Hyrule, there exists an ancient
furnace called “Cherry” that emits a blue glow. This ancient
structure serves as a means to craft a set of armor that bears
resemblance to Jomon designs.
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The design of "Cherry" is inspired by Dogu

Breath of the Wild also integrates elements of Jomon
architecture and clothing styles. While exploring Kakariko Village,
you may not immediately notice the elevated thatch-roof houses
designed to withstand floodwater or the intricate details on the
simple cloth and animal skin garments adorned with bark. However,
the game’s dedication to historical accuracy has resulted in
exceptionally well-crafted designs.
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The design of Kakariko village integrates elements of Jomon architecture and
clothing styles

Additionally, Breath of the Wild also pays homage to real world
locations. For example, the trees in Hyrule Ridge look similar to the
dragon blood trees in Yemen. The trees from the Taobab
Grasslands are similar in name and appearance to the Baobab trees
found in East Africa.
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The clothing style is influenced by real-world cultures as well.
The Gorons have hints of Pacific Islander with their tattoos, and

the Gerudos’ appearances suggest the Middle East. The

Gerudos wear traditional Arab clothing and breed Arabian horses.
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< GERUDO OUTFIT MERCHANT

This Hylian merchant can be found in the Kara Kara Bazaar. He wears a Gerudo outfit and
has been rumored to have slipped into Gerudo Town, even though men are forbidden there.
He will sell Link a similarly designed Gerudo outfit. His name is Vilia, but it is unclear if
that is his birth name or not.

The Gerudos wear traditional Arab clothing

The Nintendo team invested significant effort in studying real-
world cultures, which contributed to adding a newfound richness
and intricacy to the Zelda franchise. Next time, I’m planning to
analyze the cultural influence of Tears of Kingdom, and explore

what inspires the design of Zonai culture.
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