The Zelda series have been
inspired by various cultural
elements. Plenty of civilizations in
the game are based on real-life
countries. For example, the Sheikah
are based off the Japanese, and the
Gerudo are based off the Persian. In
the Legend of Zelda: Tears of the
Kingdom, there is a mysterious tribe
called “the Zonai” . They belong to
an ancient tribe who came from the
heavens and are said to be
descended from the gods. This article
will explore the cultural references of
the Zonai.
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It is possible that the design of the
Zonai draws inspiration from the
Aztecs and Mayans. The Aztecs were
Nahuatl-speaking people who lived
in central Mexico in the 14th to 16th
centuries. Their tribute empire
spread throughout Mesoamerica. The
Maya people lived in southern Mexico
and northern Central America — a
wide territory that includes the
entire Yucatan Peninsula — from as
early as 2600 BC. The civilization’ s
height was between 250 and 900 AD.
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Aztec ruins and Zonai ruins bear
lots of resemblance. When observing
the Aztec ruins, you could find
carvings that appear to be a reptilian
creature named “Quetzalcoatl” , the
Aztec God of Creation. The Zonai
ruins found at the Spring of Courage
clearly resemble Quetzalcoatl.
Besides the Spring of Courage, the
various Zonai labyrinths constructed
across Hyrule bear even more
resemblance to the engravings found
in Aztec and also Mayan cultures.
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The Zonai ruins found at the Spring of

Courage clearly resemble Quetzalcoatl

Additionally, the Palmorae Ruins
monument could be reminiscent of
an Aztec Calendar Stone. The Aztec



Calendar Stone, also known as the
Sun Stone or Stone of the Five Eras,
is one of the most famous artifacts
from the Aztec civilization. is
intricately carved with a variety of
symbolic elements and intricate
details. At the center of the stone is
the face of the sun god, Tonatiuh,
with his tongue protruding and fangs
representing his role as a devourer of
sacrificial victims. Surrounding the
central figure are concentric rings
depicting different aspects of Aztec
cosmology and mythology. In Tears
of the Kingdom, many shrines are
adorned with constellations. It is
possible that the Zonai obeserved
stars for their calendar systems just
like Aztec and Mayan ancestors.
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Tears of the Kingdom also draws
inspiration from ancient Chinese
bronze culture. For example, the
Zonaite Armor Set closely replicates
the animal mask style seen on
Chinese bronze artifacts. The three
patterns on Link’ s waist can all be
found as prototypes in the animal
mask patterns, particularly the
pattern in the middle, which is pretty
similar to a tiger motif.
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The Zonaite Armor Set closely replicates
the animal mask style seen on Chinese

bronze artifacts

The sage icons and skill icons are
mostly derived from the seal script of
Chinese characters. For example, the
seal script for the “Sky” character

corresponds to the skill “Ascend.”
The characters for “Wind,”
“Flame,” “Water,” “Thunder,”

“Soul,” and “Time” are also
variations of seal script characters.

% & E R R e B AR JL T &R T X F /Y
NE, LhIIBRANNBNNENFZE



RT o WL K. K. B BB, AEF
%‘Bm/]\%ﬂ’ﬂﬁﬂ?-?—

The sage icons and skill icons are mostly

derived from the seal script of Chinese

characters

The cultural references of the
Zelda series are educational and
inspirational. Nowadays, many other
video games also refer to cultural
elements in their game art and
design. The Zelda franchise’ s
enduring popularity and influence
will continue to inspire new
generations of gamers and creators
alike.
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