Note : There are two ways to read this article: the first way
is to read each of the first five sections as a separate story, and
ignore the sixth section; the second way is to read all six parts
together as a complete story.
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Dive Bact In Time

Jannie Wang

’Sometimes you wil( never know tfie true value of a moment

unti( it becomes a memovy.’

The boy found a sfiiveving kitten one cold night, and fie
toot it fiome and fed it cavefully. The cat was vevitalized very
soon.

One day, the boy tootk fiis kitten out fovr a walk and came
across an old man who was telling fortunes. He said to the boy
mysteriously, "Your cat fias (ost eight (ives, and now theve is
only one (ife (eft, so you sfiould be caveful.” The boy thought
the old man was telling fiim to take cavre of his cat, so fie didn’t
think too much.

Stortly aftevwavrds, the boy fiad a car accident and fiis
life was in dangevx. Just as the doctors wevre at their wit’s end,
fie suddenly woke up, cvying fov #his cat.

Meanwhile, a neighbor found the dead body of a cat neavr
the boy’s fiouse. The body was intact, as if... it fiad voluntarily
given up its (ife.

So what sfiould the boy be caveful with...
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The teenager fnocted on his neighboy’s doovr, handed over a
lettev, and said in a pleading tone, "Could you fielp me send this
(etter to Grandpa? Please.”

Unable to vefuse fiis request, the neighboy tootk the (etter,
assuving fiim that fie would send it to fis grandfather.

The teenager went away excitedly. However, it didn’t tate (ong
for the neighboy’s wife to tell him, "This child’s parents are wortking
in otfier cities al( tfe time, so fie has been living with fiis
grandfatfier. Recently his parents planned to go bactk to take cave of
fiim, so they sent fiis grandfathier bactk to #iis home, but they didn’t
expect that the old man passed away soon after fie vetuvned fiome. The
boy probably didn’t tnow about tfhie situation and wrote a (etter to fis
grandfatfier. Anyways, you sfouldn’t fiave taken this (etter.”

The neighiboy became silent for a moment. He tfhien tootk the (etter
to the bactyard and burned it.
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The young man anxiously Cooked out the window at tfie severe tvaffic jam. He was almost breating down inside.
A few days ago, ke got into a veally bad fight with fiis best buddy and made some fiarsh vemarks about breating
of f theiv friendsfiip. Who knew tfhiat another friend told him that today fiis best buddy would (eave the city fovever
by train and would never come bact. He vegretted it so mucti and wanted to meet fis buddy fovr one (ast time. His kind
neighbor was willing to dvive #iim to the train station, but unluctkily, they van into a tvaffic jam.

In fiis fiand, fie clulchied a timepiece fie bought from a street vendor, which sfiowed the present time. Soon the
train would be (eaving, yet the cars ahiead voamed endlessly, and he could do nothing but wait.
Finally, unable to hold back any (onger, fie casually threw the timexr on the cav, pulled open the door and van out,
making a mad dash for the train station. He was yunning as fast as fie could, yet when fie finally veached the station,
fie Lootked up to see the time on the big clock only to find that fis buddy’s tvain fiad alveady (eft.

The crowd coming avound just couldn’t understand why a young man would be crying so badly in public.
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The middle—aged man staved at #iis wife in front of #im,
who was beyond vecovery, and tears tept flowing down his
face. He could not fielp blaming fiimself fov being busy with
wort all day, not realizing that his wife’s face, which used
to be full of smiles, was becoming incvreasingly pale. She fiad
been terminally il( for a (ong time, and had gone for
consevvative treatment on fier own in ovder to keep fiim from
worvying, but stie failed to realize that fier condition was
deteriorating too quickly, and by the time he figured it out,
everything was ivveversible.

His wife fiad been in a coma for many days, and
accovding to the doctors, she was nearing the end of fier
days and might die at any point. The middle—aged man held
fex fiand helplessly and whimpered, "Please, open youvr eyes
and (oot at me.” Howevev, the imagined scene didn’t happen.
Just as he was about to collapse, his beautiful wife suddenly
opened fiey eyes and vevealed a touching smile. Thvough the
oxygen mask, he struggled to read fiis wife’ s (ip: she kept
vepeating sometfiing. What could it be?

He suddenly understood it, forcing back #fis tears and
trying fhavd to smile. A (oot of velief appeavred on his wife’s
face, and then shie closed fier eyes and fell asleep forever.

"You told me to (augh, and | did. Why are you still

leaving me...”



The old man sat alone at fiome with an e
He spent al( the days in his fiouse, dvinking no

if that was the only way to drive away fiis (oneline

As fie got up to get anothey bottle of wine, e -.- €

wife’s picture on the countey. For a while, fie seemed to'y
something and took a bottle of wine and two glasses, and the
the picture of his wife on the table as well.

He placed one glass of wine in front of the phioto, filled bot _
of the glasses, and then clinked the other with his own glass.

The wine glasses clinked against each otfier with a cyisp snap,

seeming to recount the story of the past.




The sky finally cleared up after days of vain, and | was somefiow in a much

better mood. | was about to go for a walk when | suddenly fieavrd a knock on the
doov.

With confusion, | opened the door. How could anyone want to visit me, a
(onely old guy? Looking at thie smiling young man in front of me, the suspicion
in my heavrt grew even more.

He went straight to fhis point, "Siv, my fathier and you have been neigfibors
for many yeavs. He said that once you forgot this in his car when fie sent you to
tfie train station, and fie kept forgetling to veturn it to you. He suddenly
vemembered this today and Aurvriedly asted me to vretuvn it.”

Then fie placed a timer in my fiand. The minute | saw it, | was stunned.

Memories came flooding back to me, and | subconsciously
pressed down the timer button, not vealizing that the scene
avound me was vapidly veversing. When [ finally found out
what was happening, [ was tuvrned into a (ittle boy and the
timer in my hand fad disappeared.

[t was a (ittle cold outside, and | fieavd a faint
sound of meow not far away from fieve.

Suddenly | undevstood what | was supposed
to do.

Next time when [ cvoss the voad,

| sfiould be move caveful. With that
thoughit in mind, | smiled and walked
towavd my kitten.

[t is the end and also the
beginning of the stovy.



